
STUYVESANT COVE PARK
A permaculture oasis on Manhattan’s East Side

Stuyvesant Cove Park is a 1.9 acre organically maintained public 
park that provides our community with a unique educational 
green space planted entirely with native plants. Located along 
the East River between 18th and 23rd streets, the park has 
evolved from structured gardens into a protected wildlife 
habitat that serves as a successful example of an engineered 
wilderness grown on a former industrial site. Sustainability 
is a founding principle at Stuy Cove, and our model of park 
maintenance has a positive environmental impact both locally 
and globally. We do not use chemical pesticides, herbicides or 
fertilizers, we compost plant debris, and use natural products 
to remove graffiti. Additionally, post Hurricane Sandy, we have 
placed emphasis on plantings that are salt tolerant and resilient 
in the event of more frequent future flooding.

Native plants define our park, and we have over a hundred 
different species with origins in our local bioregion. Growing and 
sourcing plants propagated from local ecotype seeds promotes 
genetic diversity and preserves plants that have become rare 
in the urban environs where they used to grow wild. These 
plants provide habitat and food for wildlife, are essential in 
supporting a healthy ecosystem and also serve as a platform 
to promote knowledge of and pride in our unique local flora. 
We have created a diverse array of trees, shrubs, and herbs 
that have fascinating histories as edible and medicinal plants, 
fodder, and as sources of fiber and dye.

Stuyvesant Cove Park is owned by NYCEDC and managed by Solar One. In addition to taking care of the park, Solar One 
operates K-12 education programs, a green workforce training lab, and community shared solar initiatives. The park hosts 
events on site, ranging from family wildflower day to team-building sustainable service learning opportunities, to a craft-
beer Oktoberfest. 

To learn more about Solar One’s programs or upcoming events, visit www.solar1.org.

Viburnum, mulberry and wild cherry trees produce 
berries eaten by songbirds from spring to fall as well as 
habitat for nesting and foraging. Liatris and switchgrass 
provide seeds and shelter through the winter. Humans 
also enjoy food plants in the park, and we encourage 
foragers to sample violets, wild onions, mulberries, 
blackberries, wonderberries, beach plums, and other 
wild edibles grown in our clean and tested urban soils. 
We are a monarch butterfly waystation and maintain 
four different varieties of milkweed, a staple food 
source in the monarch caterpillar life cycle. These are 
only a few examples of the plants and wildlife that call 
Stuy Cove home. Please visit to learn more!



SUSTAINABILITY FIELD TRIPS
Solar One’s on-site programs take 
place in Stuyvesant Cove Park, a 1.9 
acre native plant permaculture garden 
on the East River in Manhattan. Field 
trips for K - 8 students focus on 
estuary ecology, permaculture plant 
propagation, and urban soils. Service 
learning opportunities for grades 7-12 
provide hands-on experiences in 
organic gardening and sustainable 
management of public spaces.

Sustainable Service Learning:  Youth in grades 
7-12 work together to steward our protected 
wildlife habitat and maintain the waterfront 
esplanade. This multidisciplinary project-based 
program compliments multiple areas of classroom 
study. Program focus options include invasive 
weed removal and citizen scientist BioBlitz using 
the iNaturalist app, work with NYC Clean Soil Bank 
material and compost as a study of brownfield 
remediation, exploration of waste management by 
way of shoreline trash inventory and clean-up, and 
permaculture planting design and installation using 
local natural ecosystems as a guide in practicing 
restoration agriculture.

Digging in the Dirt: Students will learn about soil formation and composition through hands-on activities in 
our interactive garden. Learn about the important role that decomposers play in the food chain and in the 
creation of soil. Dig for terrestrial invertebrates on our old compost pile - the perfect habitat for these 
critters! Suitable for Grades K-3.

Permaculture Plant Nursery: Students will examine various seeds in our native plant park and learn about 
how they spread, whether by wind, water, or animals. Learn about plant propagation by planting seeds, making 
cuttings, and potting up plants from our park. Participants will also help weed and water in our working 
permaculture nursery. Suitable for Grades K-6.

NYC Estuary Ecology:  Students learn about the history and health of the East River, collect plankton, and 
conduct abiotic water quality monitoring tests. Groups will also have the opportunity to see the inner workings 
of the solar-powered Solar 1 building. Suitable for Grades 3-8.

Please enquire with Emily Curtis-Murphy at murphy@solar1.org for more information  - we are excited to 
tailor our offerings to meet your goals.  


